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PREFACE 


The following survey on the need in protestant Churches — 


on the Continent and the. Relief-works which have been under- 
taken for them, is only a very short epitome of the report ,,Zur 


Lage des eitooalehen Protestantismus‘‘ which has been pre- 


pared by the undersigned in view of the protestant Conference 
in Copenhague from August 10—1 2th 1922. This short epitome 


omits the details being given in the greater report and is 


restricted, for the suffering churches, to information about the 
most urgent wants of the Churches and the figures by which 
they are expressed. It must however be kept in mind that 
these figures were given for July 1922 and that the conditions 
Since then have been dangerously aggravated through the 
enormous deflation of money in many countries of Central 
Europe. Everybody wishing to have full information about 


general conditions in protestant Europe is therefore asked to . 


consult the larger report ,,Zur Lage etc.“ which contains the 
official reports of the Churches. The report ,,Zur Lage“ has 
been sent to all evangelical churches, together with other 


documents. At the end of this report at the page 30 there will | 


be found a short resumé containing the essential items resul- 
ting from a comparison of the official reports of all the 
Churches. A short report on the Conference in Copenhague 


and the organisation of the Central Office is added: and an . 


abstract of the Letter to all Churches is reproduced. 
Zurich, January 1923. 
Peterhofstatt 6 
Rev. Adolf Keller DD., LL. D. 


Secretary of the Federation of the protestant 


Churches of Switzerland and acting Secretary of 
the Central Bureau for European Reliet work. 
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FROM A SURVEY ON THE NEED AND THE RELIEF WORKS IN THE FIELD 
OF PROTESTANT CHURCHES OF EUROPE (ZUR LAGE DES EURO- 


PAEISCHEN PROTESTANTISMUS) 


Belgium: AS 
1. The Union of Evangelical Protestant Churches oi Belgium. un 


(From the report by P. ee President of the Synod, - a) ' 


Brussels.) 


There are 16 churches recognized by the State, Tchurches 


not so recognized, 9 Parochial Chapels, making a total of — 
32 religious centres and places of worship. 8 
General needs: To maintain the present work, the sum of eA 


Fr. 45 ,000.— is absolutely necessary. We hope to receive this are 
gift from. protestant countries and we shall need it for several a 
years to come. To this amount should be added the deficit of = 


Fr. 25,000.—, making a total of Fr: 70,000.—. 


Special needs: Clergymen and Missionaries ought to” as 
receive adequate remuneration for their services. During 
1919—20 this has been impossible. As we were obliged to 
keep a small balance for the beginning of the new year, some Anes i 
of them received only Fr. 350.—, others Fr. 400.— aud a few ee 


Fr. 700.— a month. oF 

The income of our eee and missionaries is insuffi. 
cient, as salaries range from Fr. 4960.— to Fr. 6000.— and in ~ 
a few instances only up to Fr. 9000.—. Even the poorest 
workmen in factories receive better pay. ua 


This state of things hinders the ministers’ work and roe The 
vents the Clergy from living according to their position; often = 


they are unable to give to their children the necessary education. — 

If foreign countries would contribute the above meitioned % 
Fr. 70,000.—, we could take up our _ work with renewed 
courage. 


— fy 


Other special needs: There may be some churches in 

Europe that deserve greater sympathy than ours, but there are 
none that fill a more important strategical position in 
Christ’s army. 

We should also be very grateful if it were possible to 
raise the following additional subsidies, for more intensified 
work amongst young people Fr. 10,000.—, for public lectures 
Fr. 7000.—, for a new post of evangelisation Fr. 8000.—, total 
Fr. 25,000.— 


We shoul need this annual subsidy for 3 consecutive 
years. | 


2. Belgian Christian Missionary Church. (From the report 
by the Rev. Aloys Gautier, General Secretary, Brussels.) 


The condition of Protestantism in Belgium has never — 
ceased to be a most critical one. We suffer from the scarcity 
of clergymen. The financial position remains very precarious. 
' How to maintain our churches and presbyteries is a constant 
anxiety to us. Some twelve are in urgent need of repairs, and 
the cost of these is a drain upon our resources. 


At the beginning of this year we were confronted with 
a very serious situation. We were faced with a deficit of 
Frs. 52,347.80, and in addition Frs: 455,000.— had to be 
raised for the new budget, in all over half a million francs. 

We have received, so far, the following donations: 
Subsidies from the Committees, Churches and 


Societies ..>. 0". Pots bis ae OOF 
Payment of the Comité @ anes Banco: belge vo BL 00475 =: 
Collections 92) Fs. » 41,212.10 
Gifts received directv tones Riende: or 

newspapers . . 5 204,820.21: 

_ Additional receipts cause touelianiee ance 
het: collections sent from Switzerland . .  ,, 20,886.15 
Seeundry gilts for covering, deficits <2 4.0) -,,,°. 458.89) 2 


Total Frs. 223,364.94 


‘ - ) 1920/21, amounted to 2.772 Beers) saree 470 
ie and fhe receipts. in Beloiun Frs. 199 Bai: 21 q 
. Alps from foreign 


“leaving us a deficit”) Of) 


Brussels, Director ‘Rev. Ce working among the 


the Congregationalists and the Methodists, 17 churches have 
been founded. Several of them are self-supporting. But for 
pie work which is before them, they cannot miss the brothe ye 
; help of their fellow-christians. ; 


Haas 


% Federation of the German Evangelical Churches, 


ot ne heart of Birne fies’ ae If Secialy is dick “the w 
Oe OF Europe suffers, and if Eur ope the entire world. 
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vatheo Expenses this 3 year, ‘without counting ine 


countries “Fr. 222 906.05 ie 422,281. 
: ae Frs. 53,825. 
A similar missionary work Silo (President Rev. Hoek, 


Wx) 


Flemish banat: wants Frs. 100 000. == tO -De found BL collec- pt 


be built or bought in a Menus and Dunkerque. 


| Bulgaria. | 
- (According the declarations of P. Furnajeff in Sofia 


Through the activity of 5 denominations, the Baptists, 


Germany. teas 
rf 


_ the report by fe A.W. Ag eee tee 


_ But our German eee Church inoue it fin ; 


: BAe Seb it is aeeeinied: not to die. She has faith nee 
| ; ‘Christ, the Crucified and Resurrected, and therefore has a t. 


ee and Cie ee new 2d bate it. ne oa reates 


constitutions. Not. only so but on cabcersiotdaye May 2 
1922, over the graves. of Luther and Melanchton they : s 
joined hands in forming the German Evangelical At 


cs, Nearly’ covered now. 
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Federation. Those centuries of discord and division, through- 
out which the German evangelical churches suffered, have 
now come to an end, and in this time of national weakness the 
churches have found a long wished for unity. 

But as the economic reconstruction of our country cannot 
be accomplished without the help of others, also each evan- 
gelical church is intimately bound up with the protestantism of — 
the whole world. With a deep feeling of gratitude the parti- 


~cipants of the ,,Churchdays“ at Dresden and Stuttgart 


remember all the succour and all the gifts bestowed upon the 


German people in their great need, and especially upon their 


prisoners and children, as well as the aid afforded to the 
German Evangelical Churches and their missions, by -neutral — 


countries of Europe, by the Society of Friends and by sister- 


churches in the U.S.A. and South America. These thanks 
are herewith gratefully renewed. 

But German Protestantism in its different branches and 
activities. is at present under such hard pressure of need and 
exposed to such dangers that we cannot yet miss the help of 
our brethren. Besides material help we deeply need moral 
Support and sympathy in understanding the psychological 
conditions of our people and our churches. There is no work — 


in the field of German Protestantism which is not struggling 
with greatest difficulties or even seriously menaced. 


There is a great distress in regard to the whole field of 
theological studies and the whole literary work of German 


_ protestantism. During the winter of 1921/22 out of 100,000 
students more than 25,000 were unable to continue their 


studies, as they were without the necessary food and clothing. 
The ,,European Students’Aid“ of the ,,Christian Students 
World Union“ did magnificent work and helped thousands. 


The establishment of houses for theological students to work | ES 
_ and study in would be greatly welcomed. 


Many of the imporxtant Theological reviews cannot be 


maintained without foreign help. Foreign books and periodi- a 
- cals cannot be purchased whereby intellectual and spiritual — 
_ exchange with other fields of protestantism is suffering. 


oe ee 

Retired clergymen, clergymen’ s widows and orphan ate. 
in very bitter distress. ! 

The German’ Bible Societies. also” suffer under the eco-— 
riomic conditions and their work is hampered in every direc- 
tion. The cost of production had grown ninefold between — 
1915 and 1921; and during 1921/22 it was twenty times as 
great. Expenses rise so rapidly that the minimum price for 
a Bible will soon be 100 M. unless large contributions are 
forthcoming to prevent it. i: 

The difficulties of the Bible Societies are only a symptom 
of the general condition of the evangelical protestant press. 
The printer to-day is asking (June!) 4700 % more, the paper 
manufacturer as much as 11,800 % (!) more than before the ee ae 
_war. The result is that many of the religious periodicals have ae 
ceased to appear. | 

Home Missions. In maty places work in communities, 
societies and institutions has to be discontinued for lack oi 
funds. The danger of its being taken over by the Roman Ca- — 
tholic Church or by Socialist or Communist organizations is — 
very great. The Diakonissenanstalten of the Kaiserwerther — 
Union are specially hard hit; their deficit for 1922 amounted 
to 24 millions marks. The same is true in regard to Institutes 
for Christian education and evangelical organisations - for te 
workingmen. | oh 

Since these lines have been written, in june, the terehiene yr. 
downfall of the mark has multiplied our sufferings in every — a a 
regard and unless help will come very soon, the dying of 
protestant institutions, periodicals, Home Aijssion works wi 
increase in a very dangerous measure. ae 


2. Lutheran Churches. (From the report by Dr. Ziemer, ‘e 
Breslau.) a 
Special needs: | | : nae 
a. Salaries of clergymen and piner functionaries are. alto. 
gether insufficient. b. The congregations that were joined fo . 
Poland are having a hard struggle for their ‘existence. are 
: Church-publications will have to be discontinued owing | ge 3 
lack of funds. et ae 


\ 


Special wishes: | 

a. Additional pay for clergymen, better pensions for 
emeriti and widows and orphans, larger contribution to the 
Theological Seminary at Breslau and for students of theology. 
b. Contributions for the communities: in Poland and in the 
Saarregion. c. Frs. 12,000.— yearly are needed, for a few 
years, for the general support of the Lutheran churches in 
Switzerland. d. 50,000—100,000 marks for religious publi- 
cations. | 


3. The Free Churches. (From the report by Rev. Mann, Berlin.) 
They can manage without the help of world Protestan- 
tism. They are glad to approve of help being given to the 
evangelical churches and other charitable iistitutions that are 
in greater need. | 


4. Moravians. (From the report by Dir. Uttendorfer, 
Herrnhut.) 

Our situation has become. move difficult from week to 
week. The surplus of expenses of our 3 institutions, the Semi- 
nary, the Padagogium and a Seminary for female teachers is. 
577,000 marks for 1921. We are afraid of being obliged to 
give up our school work. It was estimated that for 1922 our 
ecclesiastical administration was in want of a contribution of 
4 millions of mark. It has been surpassed since the terrible 
increase of the cost of livings caused by the downfall of the 
mark. 


 _Estvia. 
(From the report by Bishop Kukk, Talien.) 


- Heavier than all losses caused by the war was the damage 
done to the Church by the new land laws. Thereby the Church 
has lost the whole propriety in lands and the whole income 

_ of it. The loss in Russian money hit hard especially the insti- 
tutions for retired pastors, their widows and orphans who — 
have thereby lost nearly everything. Some parishes are without 
_*pastors. We are greatly in need of all kind of Home Mission 

_ work, especially of Evangelism, but funds are lacking. . 


ee iy | eae 


Finland. 
(From the report by Bishop Gummerus, Helsingtonn ya 


_ Our Church is self-supporting but we cannot do without 


foreign help a work outside of our country which seems us | i : a 


to be a special task of our Church. It is the spreading of the . 


Gospel in Russia which is undertaken by the ,,Society forse ees 


Home Mission of the Finnish Church in Sortavala. Director 


Dean O. Aarnisalv. It maintains a Bible Institute in Sorta- — : 


vala and is in want of at least 20,000 $. Central Office: Dr. A. 


Lehtonen, Elisabethsgatan 27, Helsingfors. 


France. 
(From the report by Rev. André Monod, Paris.) 
The French Committee of the Union Protestante for war 


Relief has adopted in its meeting of 24 February the following — : A 


items of the Budget for the current year (1922): 


Missions. This work lies outsiede France, in the Colonies, - 


and is a very heavy burden for our churches to sustain. The aie 


amount needed is Frs. 350,000.—. 


Rebuilding. Even if we fake for granted that the recon- is 


struction of our churches at Reims and St. Quentin are gua- : ai 
ranteed — which is not really the case as St. Quentin, for 


example, has not received one cent from the State for wat 


damages as the Rev. Jacques Pannier pointed out — here are 


still a large number of churches which have been destroyed, - 
or at least partially destroyed, and which have not yet received = 
the necessary funds for rebuilding. The contribution desired 3 


is Frs. 200,000.—. - 


Central Offi os >: ee FS Oe 000.- ec yt 


Central Evangelical Soeehe Ws pas are very great. ot aa 
We appeal for. 6°. Fs, 100,000 eae 
Union for Mission Work: =. 0. © is... Fas 35,000 eee 
PQUCOuOna WOES RAC 0 a re eee (000 aut : 
Homes at Lajorce: . . Frs. °35,000-= 


In response to this ree ithe Ernie in New York 


has adopted the agttowng budget: Foreign Missions: It e i es 


Rel ie | een 


~ necessary for us to renew our gift to this work for the present 


year $ 50,000.—. Reconstruction: $ 40,000.—. Paris Head- 
quarters: $ 30,000.—. Home Missions: $ 15,000.—. Educa- 
tional: Reorganized protestant schools, the theological semi- 


_naries: $ 10,000.—. Foi et Vie: $ 10,000—. La Cause: 


$ 3500.—, 25,000; Bibles: $ 1500.—. Relief: $ 5000.—. 


Lutheran Church in France. 


Request: A gift or loan to repair beautiful church of 


-Munster. (1 million francs necessary for reconstruction.) 


New Requests: Repairs to seminaries and schools: 


_Frs. 200,000.—; Home Missions: Frs. 50,000.—; Pension 


fund: Frs. 50,000.—; Glay, Purchase of play-ground: 
Frs. 50,000:—; Glay enlargement: Frs. 50,000.—; Synode 
de Paris, new requests: Synodal commission: Frs. 400,000.—; 
Home Missions: Frs. 200,000.—; Incomplete rebuilding work: 
Frs. 100,000.—-; Puteaux, church and _ school repairs: 
Frs. 50,000.— Puteaux, purchase of land and buildings a 
teachers. Christian Union and social works: Frs. 50,000.— 


total: Frs. 800,000.- -. 


The Synodal Commission is’ asking for a yearly contri- 


_ bution for maintaining its work and with a view to increasing 


its scope in the future. 

New requests from Alsatia: a gift Or loan for Munster: 
for rebuilding the church at Muhlbach: Frs. 300,000.—; Mont- 
beliard: Frs. 400,000.—; Paris: Frs. 800,000.—. 


Italy. 
Gey oan the report by Rev. B. Léger, Moderatore, Torre Bau) 
Requests: for special work ate: # present 
CGNCITONS. 7: a.) $: 100,000.— 
for ordinary needs ‘Of the missions and 
institutes (colleges, normal and elemen- 
tary schools) a yearly amount.of . . . $ 25,000.— 


ig: in addition to the amounts collected for us by organisations 
__working in our interests in U.S. A., in England and Scot- 
land (Waldensian Aid Societies) and the regular contributions 
= ie which we receive in Italy and which fortunately are increasing. 


Jugo- Slavia. 
(From the report by the Rev. Rihner, Sidski- Banos 


The evangelical churches have a great missionary work — | 
amongst the south-slav population. Of specially urgent neediea cs 
is the enlargement of the Protestant Society of the Diakonie- — cot 
verein and the grant of assistance to the Protestant Home ofa ee? 
the Deaconesses at Novisad. Our first aims are the founding eats 
of a training school for nurses under the supervision of the — 
Deaconesses, and a Home for Deacons, including a school oi 
theology. Most of the necessary work will have to be done by 
the Protestant Diakonieverein which is fully aware of all the 
distress and needs in Jugoslavia. 

Requests : 

a. for the maintenance and enlargement of the Hospital 1 iia: 
by Diakonissinnen and for the establishment of new branches: 
yearly %—1 million dinar '= ca. 35,000—70,000 francs (Swiss); 

b. for founding a new house for Diaconesses, buying land, 
building a house and furnishing the same: 2—4 million dinar — 
= 140,000—280,000 francs (Swiss); 

c. At Novisad, the erection of a mother-house for the Dea- 
conesses is absolutely necessary to enable us to comply with = 
the Hospital agreement. The ground near the Hospital will ocae 
probably be given to us by the town. Boe 

For building and furnishing : 1—2 million dinar = 70 000— | 
140 00 Swiss Francs. gos. 

etvia. , is 
(From the report by Bishop Irbe, Riga.) Eeery 

‘In Lettland % of all churches have been either entirely = 
demolished, or damaged to such an extent that Divine Service 
cannot be held in them. Also parsonages and sextons’ houses 
‘have been, destroyed, whilst others need repairs, which are 9) 
very costly. The damage done to our Church by the war | 
amounts to about 2” millions gold roubles. * 

The war refugees, returning from Russia, poor and deso- 
late, are still obliged to live either in miserable clay huts or in 
the tenses GHigl furrow their once fertile fields. Our country Oa 


Se 
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parishes have lost from 70—80% of their yearly income on 
account of the new laws, e. g. the new land-law reduces the 
value of their former property in land by 5/6th of its value. 
The financial situation of our Emeriti and clergymen’s _ 
widows and orphans is very sad. There are 200 of them, and 
if we count only 10 gold roubles per month per person, it 
would mean 2000 gold roubles a month. But our resources 
have come to an end and the few investments that we still hold 
are worthless. Prompt aid seems imperative. There is also — 
a great shortage of ministers, for half the parishes are without . 
clergymen. And the amount of money needed for our Home 
Missions is so great that it is not possible to estimate it. 


Lithuania. 
(From the report by Superintendent Kun. P. Jakubénas.) 

The Reformed Church of Lithuania has been neariy 
ruined by the war. All our church capital has been evacuated 
to Russia and has been nullified by the government. Many ot 
our people have lost all, coming back they find ruins. We 
cannot help ourselves. There is a great lack of preachers and 
-young theologians and no seminary to form them. We depend 
on foreign help. 

Austria. 

(From the report by Dr. Haase, President of the Church 
Council of the Evangelical Church A. B. and H.B., Vienna.) 


Most Protestant parishes in Austria have always been in 
_ need of aid. Within the last 3 years the small and poor evan- 
gelical Church has grown considerably; every year about 
5000 conversions take place. 

In the old-Austrian part of German-Austria there are 74 | 
evangelical parishes, one of them being that of the Swiss- 


4 Reformed Church. 


The financial straits are so great that many of the Protes- 


ao _ tant schools, i. e. those of Vienna, Graz, Salzburg, Wiener 


Neustadt and Bregrenz scarcely know how to continue their 


- _ work or have to close if help does not come. And yet their 


Wee peat. © is of the: rinveet importance tbr Protests al it ‘ 
their closing’ would be a grievous loss. Bregenz is 
face with this alternative, unless help comes soon. 


Ne. ‘the salaries of clergymen so as to enable them to procure e1 : 
the most necessary daily food and clothing. It is not intl ly 
‘that State subsidies et be discontinued altoer o>: 


S will not Bae us but send liberal donations All those ve 


- suffer ely unless our aa is heeded. 


0; at’ Lilien Church. (From the report by General | Sup 


oe suttered: from the war, mostly through the bannishme: 


: needs are: 
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State subsidies are very small and do not suffice to 1 


getting help. We must hope that aug Brett in Oe si 


Poland. 


dent D. J. Bursche, Varsovie.) eee 
- The Lutheran Church with 700, 000. Soi! ne 


We 


Russia of more than 100,000 of our fellow-christians. 


we Help for the rebuildide e charcne ad sana hous: 
for the membres of our parishes returning from R ssia, ne 
for the support of our charitable institutions 5 

2 Pee and helpers for the ogee of i 
in the Diaspora; spn 


a a school for forming eres, for Home missio 
prea | | aed 


a, [54 


5. help for our Students Home and for the work among 
students ; 


6. help for the creating of an Fyanechews press in Polish 
language. 


2. Evangelical United Church. (From the report by General 
Superintendent D. Blau, Posen.) 


The greatest needs in our church district are the 
following : 

1. The evangelical mother-house of the Diakonissen at 
Posen requires, to meet ordinary expenses for this year, more 
than 100 millions of Polish mark. | 

The Diakonissen-House at Bielitz has a debt of 5,670,000 
Polish mark, which must be wiped out, otherwise the work 
will have to be discontinued and the house will probably be 
taken over by nuns. 


2. The Evangelical Society jor Education has existed since 
1897 and aims at giving a good Protestant education to 
children who are homeless and abandoned or neglected. 

The expenses have, through the depreciation of the mark, 
risen to an enormous extent. They were in 1919: 122,000 Mk., 
in 1920: 569,000 Mk., in 1921: almost 5,000,000 Mk., this 
year they will probably amount to 10 millions mark. We hope 
to be able to raise 5 millions mark ourselves, but the other 
5 millions will constitute a deficit at the end of this year. 

In 1920 the Lutheran Church of Poland received large 
donations — 11 millions mark it was said. This was the result 
of a collection made amongst the Protestant churches of the 


U.S.A. But we, in the district of Posen, the former Prussian 


part of Poland, did not receive anything at all. 
3. The Union of Home Missions at Posen includes all 


_ evangelical charity organisations. Their financial situation is 


very precarious and difficult. As the evangelical church of 
Posen and its parishes have not the means necessary for their 
maintenance, the home missions have to rely chiefly on 
foreign help. 


| — 16 — 3.) : 

4. The E eo Union jor Women's ip ribeds 50 000 
Mk. for educational courses. 

5. The Evangelical Hospital -Frauenhilje at Wolfskirch 


near Lissa needs this year 2—3 millions Polish mark to ed : 
the hospital going. | 


6. The Evangelical Hospital jor Men at Tonndor] is ie sey 


need of at least 1 million Polish mark. 


7. The Evangelical Society jor Couniry-Missions needs ee 


2 millions Polish mark (yearly expenses 3 millions). 
- 8. The Evangelical Theological Seminary was opened on 
Oct. Ist 1921. It is of great importance to the Protestant — 
church and the education of new ministers. 4 millions mark _ 
are required. a 

Nothing has been said so far about the needs of our 
parishes. These are very great owing to the depreciation of 
the mark. The Lutheran Church in Poland received large 
sums from foreign Protestant countries, but in our part of the 


country — the former Prussian parts — almost no mee ¢ 


tions have so far been distributed. 


3. Evangelical Church A. and H.B. in Galicia. (From. the 3 Be, 


report by Rev. Dr. Zockler, Stanislau.) 


_ The Evangelical Church of Galicia has always been very ‘2 ee) 


poor. There are about 150 smaller or larger parishes, lying 
far apart, amongst people of different denominations and of 
_ different languages. Only by maintaining its own schools and 


colleges has the Evangelical Church of Galicia been able to; a es 


maintain its standing. 


Galicia was one of the war-theatres for 7 years. Even if . ‘e 
now some of its inhabitants have not been allowed to retain 3) 
churches and schools, villages and towns of East-Galicia are 


in ruins and only very slowly is rebuilding being undertaken. 


Of the 90 churches and chapels of our Diocese 17 have been _ ep 


totally destroyed during the war and have not been rebuilt; 
27 have been severely: damaged and only partially repaired, 


23 evangelical schools are entirely destroyed and almost all — is . 
evangelical schools of East- and Middle-Galicia have been 
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damaged and plundered. At the German-Evangelical Institute 
ee rece cat Stanislau 3° houses have been destroyed, one of them quite 
__ new and very valuable. The total loss which the evangelical 
“i communities suffered, including church property and schools, 
amounts to about 25 millions mark. This estimate was made — 
a year ago; according to present exchange condition it is ten 
times the amount. Besides all this are personal losses sustained 
‘es by clergymen, teachers and other church- membres, for which 
no figures can be given. 
; Since 1918 the Evangelical Church of Galicia has not 
oe received any State subsidies. Pastors and teachers suffer deeply 
oo in the general economic distress and when there is a bad har- 
_ vest their condition is deplorable. Severe want is felt also by 
| _ pensioned clergymen and teachers, their widows and orphans. 
‘The funds out of which pensions were paid formerly have 
Piet been lost during the war or have become practically worthless 
Speedy help is required and about 3 millions marks for at 
_-least 5 years should be collected to save from starvation those 
<; old pastors and teachers who for so many years served their 
u church faithfully, and their widows and children. 
i ‘In great distress are also the Protestant Charity Organi- 
sations of Galicia and’ especially our schools and their tea- 
_ chers. There are 91 evangelical private Public-schools in 
Galicia, of which only 10 are capable of maintaining them- 
; ve _ Selves by the donations of membres and school-fees. The other 
81 schools live in a constant state of anxiety and struggle and 
_ we should have despaired long ago had not our friends again 
and again extended their helping hands to us in our hours 
of need. 
The Evangelical Institutes at Sianialai were of great im- 
- portance even before the war. Orphans, cripples and ab- 
normal children made their homes there. . Some too of the 
children of Protestant families of the diaspora living far apart. 
—__-_ If we look at the immense work that lies before the Com- 
ee mittee of Help we do not wonder that it often feels rather 
desperate. There is already a ‘large deficit for the year 1922 — 
because on account of the work done for Russia the help given 
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to us by foreign societies and committees has greatly dimi- 
nished. 


What the church of Galicia hopes to receive at the hands 
of its brethren is as follows: 


larger sums for rebuilding churches, chapels and evan- | 


gelical schools as well as for the buildings of evangelical 
charity-organisations. The parishes of Galicia are giving 
large sums for this work, but economic conditions are too bad 
for them to carry the whole burden. 
1. 200 millions Mkp. additional are needed. 
Be a ,  1or raising the salaries of clergymen 
and teachers. 


% per year for 5 years as contributions — 
to the maintenance fund for sick 


or disabled clergymen and tea- ae 


chers, for widows and orphans. 


4S %9 on aLVCay for the maintenance of the ‘ Be 
evangelical institutes at Stanis- 
lau. This sum is absolutely ne- — 


cessary for these institutes if they 
are to continue their work as 
hitherto. 


4. Reformed Church. (From the report of General Superinten- ioe 


dent Semadeny, Varsovie.) 


This Church desires funds for the furtherance of theo- 
logical studies. Their six preachers and some students are 


insufficient for the work which is before them, there should — e 


at least be sixteen. Five congregations are in danger of 
disappearing if help cannot be found. The Church is in want 
of evangelical literature and of the creation of new reformed 
centres. 3 


Roumania. 


|. Evangelical Church in Transsylvania. (From the report by i 


Bishop Teutsch in Hermannstadt.) 


All parishes | are in great ‘need, as Roumania belongs ieee 
ihe countries with a low valuta, Ae though help has been 
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afforded by the Roumanian State, the Gustav Adolf Society 
and by the Brethren in America, they are obliged to rely on 
further gifts from foreign countries. There is no money to — 
repair churches, schoolhouses, to endow institutes of the home 
mission, orphanages, to grant pensions for retired pastors, 
Sufficient paying of Evangelists and pastors. 


2. Reformed Church: conditions quite similar to those descri- 
bed above. 

The maintenance of the reformed schools is a heavy 
burden for this Church. The seminary for the preparation of ° 
reformed teachers in Nagyened-Aind is in danger of being | 
closed if help is not to be found. Scattered parishes are 
suffering from want of evangelistic work and. preachers. 


Russia. 
1. Evangelical Lutheran Church (from the report of..... . 
Who can tell what Russia has to suffer since the war 
especially when Relief-work is ceasing. The harvest is not 
everywhere sufficient. Parishes have no means for maintai- 
ning church-work. The Pastors suffer black hunger. Many 
are expulsed from their houses. 80 parishes have lost their 
pastors. The church buildings are falling into ruts as means 
for repair are lacking. We have no bibles, hymn books, cate- 
chisms. All ecclesiastical schools are closed. We do not know 
how 1,000,000 of our Evangelical people can be helped. It 
would be important for the maintenance of Evangelicalism in 
Russia to support the 100 hungering Pastors. Food-packets 
are the best form of help. The means for the repair of Churches 
_are immeasurable. Help for the education of the children of 

the Pastors would be very welcome. 


2. Reformed Church. (From the report by Rev. Briischweiler, 
formerly in Moscou.) 

It is proposed to send food-packets a 10 $ for the parishes 

in Moscou, Petersburg and Odessa and others in the south of 

Russia, to open a credit for these parishes at a Bank in Riga 


— 20 — 
or Reval and to send money by tise a the American 
pele or The Red Cross. 5 


Spain. 
Iglesia Evangelica Espanola. 
(From the report by Rev. Th. Fliedner, Madr id.) 


Protestantism in Spain, though full of spiritual life and im : 
courage, is suffering financially by reason of the small number 


of its membres and their great poverty. The work which Ger- 
many is doing, naturally now can count only on a income of 
about one per cent of its former value. To strengthen and - 


increase the central-treasury of the evangelical church is very : ee 
necessary, so as to enable it to provide the means for the diffe- 
rent communities and their schools, and for the extension of. Tinea 


evangelisation in Spain. 


Czechoslovakia. 


1. Evangelical Church A. B. in Slovakia. (From the report - e é 


by Senior Soucek, Prague.) 
Funds are wanted to provide help for our pensioned cler- 
gymen, teachers, their widows and orphans, to extend the 
mission work in the diaspora amongst Roman-catholics, to — 


appoint more missionaries and to provide newspapers and hae 
periodicals for the annua and education of our Bee ate 


membres. 3 
1. The most pressing need of the Evangelical Church a E 


Czech Brethren is the help for building the necessary church- — Rey te 
houses. At least 80 such buildings are needed in places where eee 
there are from 200—1200 adherents to our church. The i 
average cost of such a building is now about 250,000 crowns ne 


of czechoslovak money (5000 dollars). As the new membres — 


are mostly from the working classes and the old congrega- = 
tions have to undertake their own repairs of churches, it is ye 


impossible without help to accomplish this task. 
2. The church is also in need of a house in Prague for the 


bible school for evangelists, for the chambres of theological 
students, and at the same time for her central offices. Formerly = 


the head-office of the church was in Vienna (high church 
counsel) now it is in Prague, but until now, there is only a 
small room for it. 

3. The pupils sf the bible-school must be maintained 
wholly by the church for they generally leave their vocation 
to enter the school and have no means of their own. Even 
theological students need support, because of the present great 
-expensiveness of living. 

4. The salaries of the ministers ought to be raised. Many 
congregations have raised it till eighttimes, but still their 
average income, even with the State-subsidy, is about 15,000 
Czechoslovak crowns (less than 300 dollars) a year. Help is 
needed especially for the salaries of the workers in the new 
congregations and mission-stations. bap PN 

But the most urgent is the need of help for our evange- 
listic work, for building-purposes, for training of preachers, 
and the need swallows up. all the other needs. Therefore our 
church, in this her opportunity, asks most earnestly for 
support. 


2. Evangelical Church A. B. in Slovakia. (From the report 
_ by Bishop G. Janoska in Mikulas.) 

Our church numbering 380,000 souls needs help for the 
pensions of retired pastors, teachers and their widows and 
orphans, for the development of Evangelism and Home Mis- 
sion work, for the creation of an Evangelical press. 


3. German-Evangelical Church in the Czechoslovakian Re- 
public. (From the report by President Wehrenfennig in 
~Gablonz a.'N.) — 

One of our special needs and great anxieties is how to 
provide the pensions for our retired clergymen and teachers 
and their widows and orphans. The clerical pension-associa- 
tion (which has been recently founded by the Pension-institute 
of Vienna having become worthless to us) pays 1000—2800 
Kronen yearly per person. 33 have to be provided for. Ten 
evangelical schools are struggling for existence. For 3 years 
_ we have been helping them at a great sacrifice. A school of 


be A ee 
5 classes needs for its yearly budget 150,000 Kronen. lf we 
could get 200,000 Kronen from foreign countries we might, 
by taxing our own communities highly, be able to save these 
schools. 


The Home Mission also needs a subsidy and we carne me ? nn 
hope that our brethren in foreign countries will indemnify us 


for the loss which we have sustained through the ike on 
of the mark. | 


4. Reformed Church in Slovakia and Ruthenia. (From the 
report by Bishop Balogh in Bratislava.) 

Nearly all of our 233,807 Reformed people are Macvae. ie 
All our ecclesiastical Fania are.nearly lost. ‘We have no theo- 
logical school, not one reformed High School, no seminaries 
for teachers. Elementary schools are diminishing constantly. 
We have no deaconesses. Our pastors are not paid sufficiently, 
their widows and orphans cannot live on what they get. We — 
cannot buy books. Help i is needed in every regard. 


5. Moravians in Czechoslovakia. (From the report oe Dr. | 
W. Schmidt, Herrnhut.) 


What is essential to our present condition is that we iv ns 
greater possibilities for development of our work than ever 


but feel to be in particular distress in financial regard. ™% of a 


the former contributions to our work were found on the con- — 
tinent. These sums are greatly reduced now and. we have to 
live mainly of the rest coming from countries with high change. 


_ We are in want of means for sending out preachers and Evan- — 8 “e 
gelists and for getting the localities for our meetings. The — 


more means we could obtain for that purpose, the better are : 


the views for winning this oun for the cause of Evan- — ae 


gelicalism. 7 
Ukraine. 
Independently of a group of sympathizers of Evangelical _ 
Faith started the Protestant movement among the Ukrainiane, — 
spread by German Colonists. It met with strong opposition. 


from the Russian Church and State and was crowned with ar 
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thorns of persecution. worthy of being compared with perse- 
eution of first Christians. 

In order to set up a movement on a way to a sound and 
lasting progress, its leaders turn their eyes towards their 
Ukrainian brethren in America and Canada, who found Evan- 
gelical truth through contact with American Protestant 
Churches, to come to them with the needed aid as follows: 


To send them Bibles, hymn books, Evangelical literature, 
missionaries and colporters. Ukrainian brethren in America 
and Canada realize deeply their responsability and on the 
First Ukrainian Evangelical Conference in Rochester, New 
York, March 14—16th, 1922, organized the Evangelical 
Ukrainian Association in North America for the purpose of 
rendering this assistance from the Ukrainians themselves first 
and then from Protestant brethren of other nations. 


Hungary. eg 
ft. Evangelical Lutheran Church. (From the report by Bishop 
D. Raffay, Budapest.) 


Protestantism in Hungary finds itself in a most critical 
state. The war has greatly undermined its strength. Out of 
4 millions membres only 2 millions remain and of the former 
schools only half the number exists. They are lost not only 
to us but to world protestantism, as most of them were closed 
by the Governments of the new States to which they now 
belong. It seems almost impossible that protestantism. in 
Hungary can recover from this dreadful loss and! the paralyzing 
effects of destruction and persecution. 

Yet if we could receive material help from our brethren 
in foreign lands to build Protestant churches and schools, 
_ orphanages and homes for our children and aged, if we could 
help our students to continue their studies, and engage more 
missionaries and Diakonissen for work in the communities, 
we feel sure that Protestantism in Hungary would gain new 
life and energy. | 


Bis ey on 


2: Reformed Church. (From the report i Dr. Szabo, Buda- ae me : 


pest.) 
The general condition of the Rretesant Chi tertee an 
schools in Hungary is a very serious one. There are the needs 


of churches, schools and students, and the great sullen ee = 
amongst children and old people; but besides all this there __ 


are grave ecclesiastical difficulties. On one side we find the 
hatred of those radical classes who are the greatest enemies 
of religious life; whilst on the other there is the strong Roman- 
catholic church with its spirit of Jesuitism. The only possible 
way of progress is along the line of conscientious and faithful 


work. By strengthening ourselves thus and by getting help eee 


for it, we may hope to enlarge our Home Mission and to 
extend the work of evangelisation. More missionaries and 
Kolporteure ought to be sent out to spread the gospel. The 
town-mission too ought to be enlarged. Many of our schools 
are in danger as (according to Pfr. Forgaes) of 16,000 schools 
13,000 are denominational. : 
On every side we are hampered in our work. The situa- ~ 
tion of many of our Emeriti, of clergymen’s widows, also of 
some of our clergymen themselves, specially in towns, is most 
piteable. The religious press is seriously menaced. 


It is most ardently desired that young theologians should ae 
be enabled to continue their studies in some foreign country, __ 
and that further help be given to us for of maintenance and ee 


development of our church-life. 


__ REPORTS OF HELPING CHURCHES 
s) IN EUROPE 


se Re Denmark. : 

(From the report by Dr. Alfred Jorgensen, Copenhague.) 
Beside the general Relief-works there were the following 

ce relief-activities of a distinctly ecclesiastical character: 

1. A Committee of the Lutheran Church has collected for 
the Lutherans in France 5182 Kr., in Germany 4000, in 
Austria 4000, in Hungary 1000, in Poland 3000, in 
Roumania 1000, in Belgium 2150, in Jugoslavia 1000, 
in Czechoslovakia 2000, in Estvia 2000, in Livland 
1180 Kr. 

2. The Laymens Association of the Danish Church col- 
lected 82,000 Kr. and food and cloth for poor, old and 
sick people in different suffering countries. 

3. The Methodists sent food and cloth for Kr. 440,145 to 

Vienna, 27,500 Kr. to Central Europe, 6800 Kr. to 

Russia, and invited 472 children from Vienna. 

4. The Baptist Church has collected 24,000 Kr. for diffe- 
rent suffering countries and took care of 78 German 
‘children. 

. The German Reformed Church, the German Parish of 
St. Petri, the French Reformed Church hoes their 
sister ciiiiches abroad. 

6. But in general our christian people gave money which 

was distributed by different Relief-works as Red Cross, 
in total about 57 millions of Kr. 
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Great Britain. 
1. National Council of the Evangelical Free a: Fret 
_ the report by Rev. Thos. Nightingale, London.) | 
Most of the denominational Free Churches in this country 
have not set up their own Relief Funds, but have collected 


RY, F354. te 


money, which have been sent through the various Relief Or- _ 
ganisations mentioned in the enclosed Report. 
Particulars of money and goods received and distributed 
by various famine relief funds in England. 
Amount of money received for Russia from July 1921 to 


July 1922 Lstg. 348,000. In addition, received in kind lor . i“ ahs 


Russia, goods to the value of Lstg. 230,000. 

Baptist relief funds: The amount of relief exceeds Lstg. 
150,000. Austria, Czecho-Slovakia, Esthonia, Finland, France, 
Germany, Hungary, Jugo-Slavia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, 
Koumania and Russia, are the countries of distribution. , 

At the Baptist World Alliance Conference in London in ~ 
1920 representatives of the Baptist denomination from all 
countries met together, and those able to contribute resolved 
to make a united effort for the relief of those countries which 
were poor and stricken. Although up to now America has by 
far given most, yet British Baptists are realising their respon- 
sibility and have for the Russian Famine Bele alone raised 
up to this date Lstg. 6822. | 

In addition to the relief money very large consignments - 
of clothing for Central Europe and Russia have been sent out. 

Friends’ emergency and war victims’ relief committee: 
Approximate amount of money collected from beginning of 
this Organisation’s work in September 1914 to end of August . 
1922 Lstg. 802,400. 

The Churches have also Breas contributed to the All 


British Appeal for the relief of the famine in Russia. On behalf ‘Ss Be 
of the Russian Famine Relief Fund, The Save the Children = 
Fund, The Society of Friends.‘ This organisation has col- HED Ea 


lected in total Lstg. 141,114.14.4. 
The Manchester Guardian Appeal for European and 


Russian Famine Relief has collected to the same aim Lstg. 
25,023. : | 


2. Alliance of Reformed Churches holding the Presbyterian 


System (Reformierter Weltbund). Eastern Section. (From ; Ag 


the report by Rev. J. R. Fleming, D. D., Edinburgh.) 


BRAND 7 opie: 


All the British Churches have more or less contributed | 
tc Relief-funds, managed undenominationatiy. and in response 
to appeals made by particular Churches on the Continent some 
of whom (Belgium, France, Italy) have sent collectors. Beside 
these contributions the following sums have been voted 
directly through the Churches: a 


Church of Scotland: Lstg. 1134; Presbyterian Church of 
England (Grants in 1921 which may be taken as the annual 
average): Lstg. 1485; Presbyterian Church in Ireland: 
Lstg. 445; Free Church of Scotland: special sum raised in 
1919 for Protestant Churches in France Lstg. 80; Welsh pres- 
byterian Church: Statistics not forthcoming, but this Church 
apart from any grants supports a mission in Brittany. United 
Free Church of Scotland. Work on the European continent. 
During the three years 1919, 1920, 1921 the United Free 
Church of Scotland has assisted the Protestant Churches on 
the Continent as follows: 


Sere i ee este. ¢ 387100" 1 
(OS ag ae eR i 615.19.10 
Spain es f 165.—.— 
Dreier.) ee | 206-17 
Hso-Slavia ssc: gO ae ee 
Greece. : 12.10:— 
Lithuania . : 46.—.— 
‘Transylvania. . . »  2350.—.— 
Czecho-Slovakia cP OO Li bay A 
Beet eae ee ie ds ge 80.—.— 
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In addition the following sums were 
raised and expended for general relief: 


ser Olan’ © 9 oo LST: 5.—.— 
pe Germany, <..°. 55 5.—.— 
BAUStHaA: yi. 2. ye 250, = — 
MAGI ALY = sek p25, 454. 7.82) Este 23, 724.-048 


Gross Total Lstg. 30,269. 9. 2 
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1, The above sums are exclusive of expenditure on the Uni- 


ted Free Church’s own direct missionary work and on its own 


Charges in European lands. 


2. These sums are net and are exclusive of all charges for 


administration. 


3. These sums are also exclusive of very large contribuseme Sle oe 


paid for general relief through such Funds as ,,Save the 
Children Fund“, the Russian Relief Fund, etc. etc. They re- 
present grants from general funds under control of certain 
Committees of the General Assembly of the Church. 


4. The large sum for general relief in Hungary was expen- | 
ded in purchase of food, clothing, boots. or paid in money — 
grants for distribution among people irrespective of creed, but 


in the main the needs of Protestants were first considered. 


Holland. 
Committee for relationship with foreign churches. 
(From the report by Prof. Dr. F. Bohl, Groningen.) 
A Relief-work was organised for the differing churches 
in France where 27,000 frs. were sent. A collect for the Re- 


formed Church in Hungary brought 11,000 fl. A certain help ~ es us 
was granted to reformed churches in Jugoslavia. 7300 fl. 
were collected for the reformed churches in Austria. But our — “ ti 


churches participated mostly in the Relief-works of a more 


general character as the Red Cross and others. 


Norway. 
(From the report by Dean Gleditsch, Chiistemmnns 


Churches in Austria, Czechoslovakia, France, Poland and 


Hungary were helped by a special Committee who is willing — Se 


to collaborate in the future with other organisations of a simi- 


lar character. 
Sweden. 


(From the report by Prof. Dr. Knut Westman, Uppsala.) - 


It is impossible to make a separate distinction between y : 


the general relief work of our country with expenses in the Be . 


amount of 35,137,449 Kr. from special ecclesiastical Reliel- : pe 
organisations. Beside the general relief-work there can a R 


2p ee oe po aa 
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. ar mentioned the Gustav Adolf Societes which collected 92,000 
Kronen in the years 1914—17, for Lutherans in France, 
Austria, Hungary, Russia, Spain and other countries. The 
collections in the years 1918—21 increased to 170,000 Kr. 
Other collections for suffering fellow - christians brought 
1918—21 ca. 68,000 Kr. 
A collection for the work of the Deaconesses in Germany — 
and Austria brought 69,000 Kr. 
: The Svenska Kyrkans Diakonistyrelse made a collection 
for a children’s home in Vienna and for German Pastors to 
the amount of 20,784 Kr. : 
A collection for the Evangelical United Church in Poland 
brought 2125 Kr. Church collections for general purposes in — 
suffering countries brought 327,400 Kr. during 1919—21. 


Switzerland. 

Federation of Protestant Churches of Switzerland. 
(From the report by Rev. Dr. Adolf Keller, Zurich.) 
Besides the general Relief work organised by our diffe- 

rent Societies our federation made a church collection during 
the year 1921 for the Churches under the Cross. The amount 
of 290,000 frs. was distributed, to France 80,000 frs., Ger- 
many 101,000 frs., Austria 25,000 frs., Hungary 45,000 frs., 
Belgium 10,000 frs., Czechoslovakia 16,000 frs., Poland 
7300 frs., Jugoslavia 2600 frs., Italy 500 frs., Roumania 500 frs., 
Lithouania 500 frs. The distribution took place on a broad 
evangelical basis and from a common protestant point ot 
view. Beside this special collection the Society for relief to 
Protestants in Austria collected 557,707 frs. during 1918—21. 
The Entr’aide protestante collected 55,792 frs. for the re- 

~~ construction of churches in France. | 
-~---~s-‘The’ =Protestant = Relief-Society collected 1919—21. 
rs. 155,500.— for fellow-christians in Germany, Austria, 
France, Czechoslovakia, INSP Siete Poland, France, Bel- 

‘gium, Italy. 

o Very many collections were undertaken by pea collec- 
a tors from other countries. 


Ry a ea et 8g ae lel - ‘ 
gio . ag * \ M4 eae ae 
‘ 7 ote he : 


Feed ae HE (efi 


Resumé | 
by Rev. Dr. Adolf Keller-Zurich. 


The Need. oh i, Same 

1. The foregoing Reports as taken together give us, for the eee 

first time, in a short compact compass, a picture of the | 

present pressing needs of Protestantism in Europa. It is 

so full of menace-as to be staggering. In no less than 

14 different European countries Protestantism is fighting 

desperately for its existence. It is true that the emergency — 

has brought to light reserves of spiritual faith and hope; 

but almost everywhere there is a great dearth of those — 

material resources which are essential for the maintenance 

and increase of charitable work, whether on the part of 

the church or other bodies. The individual efforts of the 

several churches can be pushed no further; they have | 

reached the limits of their capacity. This Report does 

not touch much upon the general distress which is indeed 

extreme and lies heavily upon peoples who are sorely im- 

poverished by the war. It brings into sharp relief the — 

special and peculiar distress of the several churches in 

the Europe of to-day and the jeopardy in which their 

work stands. The different sections of the Church-world 

with all their evangelising activities have now — through 

this very distress — been brought together into a newly. 

realised bond of union. Home Missions and foreign = 

Missions (which of course require to be considered sepa- ‘s see 

rately by themselves and are not included in this Report) 

are seen to become closely knit with the interests of the 

whole of the Churches. Their needs must therefore be 

tested and approved in regard to their mutual interdepen- 

dance and conditioning. Rohe > 
2. The main cause of the prevailing distress is the impo- 

verishment of Europe brought about by the war, and this — Cie 

is making itself felt nowhere more than in Church life. 

Further, many Church bodies have become disintegrated 


. and being broken up into separate fragments no longer 

possess any corporate unity. Lastly the political condi- 

tions which obtain in many countries must be held to 
constitute a serious menace to the very existence of the 

Churches. 

In all the circumstances in which these distressed 

Churches are involved, and which constantly recur the 

following points should be particularly emphasized and 

merit the attention of the whole Protestant world — 

a. The destruction and ruin of Churches and Church 
buildings and the extreme difficulty of finding money 
for reconstruction or repairs. 

b. The impossibility of protecting the clergy and Chinch 

: workers from want and hunger and their families from 
misery, on account of the high cost of hiring and the 
depreciation of money values. 

c. The difficulty of maintaining charitabie activities. and 
institutions of which the Churches have hitherto been 
the centres. A great part of such activities have 
already come to an end, whilst others are threatened 
either with extinction or with transference into secular 
or Roman Catholic hands. 

d. The straits to which evangelical literature is retnceel 
The Church Press on which the corporate Church life 
and the preservation of evangelical interests whether 
special or general largely depend’is for the most part 
already either ruined or very seriously jeopardised. 
The scientific theological periodicals are in no better 
case. A more efficiently organised exchange of works 
and newspapers between one country and another has 
become almost impossible. The spiritual cohesion of 
the inner life of world Protestantism and the spiritual ‘ 
progress and fruitage which result from such cohesion 
are thereby weakened. 

e. In those isolated sections of the Chiven which form 
a ',diaspore“ in foreign countries the chief anxiety is 
the maintenance of their evangelical schools. 
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f. Evangelical minorities in territories which have been — 5 Oe 


partitioned and cut off from the parent lands are also 
in great jeopardy by reason of language, laws and 


measures dictated by an inconsiderate national! oe 


policy. 


The rebuilding of ruined Churches, the maintenance pele 
of schools, of charitable activities, the fostering of | 


Church literature, the care of the clergy and their — 
families and the protection of evangelical minorities 
constitute, therefore, to-day some of the most pressing — 


of those problems with which world- Protestantism a 


must deal. 


But this is not all. The’inner life of many Churches 


depends less upon the maintenance of what already. exists 
than upon the undertaking of those new enterprises - 
which are.so necessary for the awakening and deepening 


of the religious life. And first and foremost must be noted 


that spreading of the Gospel in many countries where — 
Protestantism and Roman Catholicism alike are strugg- 


ling for their existence. In addition there is the question  ~ ee 
of providing an adequate supply of, theological students = 


on whom the future care of the Churches will fall; and — 


finally there is the extension of the Home Mission fields. — et 
All the Churches without exception lay stress upon the — 


fact that the solution of these problems is far bee 
their own strength; the interest and the assistance of the 
whole Protestant world can alone cope with such great. 
matters, / 


The Relief. 


The relief work done by the evangelical Churches has not a 


been limited to their special contributions. 


a. Such aid is in part merged in the general charitable . 


activities carried on by the different countries as 
_ distinguished from those organised by Churches, and — 
in such organisations of public utility as the “eg 
Cross, Children’ Aid Societies etc. os ian 


10. 


UI BS hee a 


b. The greater part of the assistance given comes to the 
countries which are suffering from the independant 
efforts of collectors who work abroad wherever they 
can meet with response whether from Churches, Insti- 
tutions or private individuals. Such uncoordinated 
methods of collection tend to splittings and weaken 
the total ,,ssuccour-power“ of a country or of a Church 
as a whole and run often rather to waste in indiscri- 
minate channels. 

c. Only a small fraction of the total help afforded is defini- 
tely organised by the Churches themselves. , 
And even aid so organised depends for the most part on 
voluntary contributions, while some Churches treat it as 

an integral part of their annual budgets. 

The relief, with few exceptions, has been used hitherto 

for the benefit of those denominations or activities which 
are most nearly related to the Church which collects it. 

A better and closer cooperation amongst those who can 

render assistance in process of being organised. 

Ready sympathy with those who are nearest allied in 

faith has proved itself to be the first and strongest induce- 
ment towards giving definite help. 


How America stands. 


{According Statement of the Commission of the Federal 


11. 


12. 


Council for relation with European bodies.) 


The American Churches have already carried through 
a splendid charitable work in Europe not only by coo- 
peration in general measures of relief but in other ways 
as well. 2 

In accordance with the Resolutions of the American Con- ° 
ference of responsibility for European Churches and the 


~ representatives of the Federal Council they acknowledge — 


that they feel answerable to a considerable degree for the 
welfare of Protestantism in Europe. 


aa 
| another in regard to their relief works and Rios a Me 
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The different Churches act baaite pdepenicn Gh one © 


varying methods of procedure. Their contributions appear 
in the care of many Churches as Mission items in TN 
Church budgets. ek 
Most of the aid rendered by their Churches to Furoee is 8 Lae 
of a denominational character and is therefore confined = 
to those bodies with which they have a near affinity. 


The present financial position of the American Churches 


is gravely affected by the worldwide economic crisis. _ 


Many of the engagements undertaken by Church members ey 
by drives and otherwise in former years have not been ea 
fully met. 7 


The Federal Council promises to do all in its power to 
give the American Churches fullest information as trac- 

ting the state of affairs which prevails in the Churches — 
in Europe, to awaken their interest in the matter, and to- 
induce those Churches which have hitherto scarcely parti- See 
cipated in such work to lend a brotherly nopi hand to Ree 
European Protestantism. Ol aes 

The Federal Council, is of opinion that the Neti ae 
relief work would be rendered more efficient if the reli- ce 
gious forces of Europe were more adequately coordinated = 
and brought into federation. A uniform system of distri- = 


_buting information would then be feasible and European 


Protestantism would begin to grow before the world into. 
visible unity. i 


The Outlook. 


The rendering of help to those Protestant parts of Enope. OMe 
which are in such distress will constitute one of the most 
important tasks of the evangelical world for years bar 

to come. eee | 
Those Churches on the European Continent which aoe a 
now assisting are not in a position to win an effective — 
victory in their struggle against the distress; nor would — 
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they be even if they were able as is quite possible to im- 

prove their organisation and increase their mutual — 

cooperation. 

a. Their population of approximately 15 niiliion souls 
in five countries is small as contrasted with the 
number of Protestants who are in need of help, distri- 
buted as they are over 16 countries and estimated at 
some 50 millions of persons. ? 

b. Their economic condition has changed so much for 
the worse since the war that distress, industrial and 
commercial depression and unemployment are felt 
keenly in their own territories, and the activities of 
their own Churches are thereby undangered. 

Nor will it be possible in the future to dispense with 

denominational assistance; because it is just by this 

means that the best information about the condition of 
the several Churches is obtained, the sense of inter-rela- 
tionship beneficially and the work promoted. 


The interest taken by all in the fortunes of the Protestant 
Church world in Europe as a whole and the common | 
efforts to safeguard it tend more and more to merge 
narrower ecclesiastical points of view e. g. ,,national“ or 
, denominational in a more comprehensive evangelical 
outlook and to subordinate the former to the latter: 3 
a. For denominational relief activities do not by any 
means embrace all those parts of these bodies which 
suffer, whether united Church organisations, or Insti- 
tutions which do not belong to any definite deno- _ 
mination. | 


_b. A one sided preference for particular Churches makes 


for bitterness and sets bounds to that Gospel-love 
which should not be.. 


5 In the absence of such common effort the total avai- 


lable strength is disintegrated and, even if the special 
interests of particular Churches are served, the care 
of Protestantism as a whole is restricted. 
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22. Such universal relief work as is proposed makes a drawing. 
together of European churches in a central organisation 
and constant cooperation between them and the American 
Protestant Churches essential. 


23. The examination into the needs of the European Churches | 
which we have thus made together in such a brotherly 
spirit and the proofs of solidarity which it has evoked 
are strong factors in furthering the efforts towards more 
evangelical unity. ; 


THE CONFERENCE OF COPENHAGEN i 


_ In order to examin the condition of European Protestan- 
tism as described in a previous report ,,Zur Lage des europai- 
schen Protestantismus“, a conference of evangelical represen- 
tatives together with delegates from the Commission of the 
Federal Council for Relationship with European. churches was 
convened to Copenhagen for August 10th—12th. It was for 
the first time in the history of European Protestantism that (on 
the instigation of the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America) an official assembly of representatives of © 
nearly all evangelical churches in Europe met for the consi- 
deration of a common protestant cause. 37 European churches 
and Federations of churches from 20 countries had delegated 
72 representatives and a good number of American Protestants 
joined them for mutual counsel and cooperation. The Danish 
Committee with Dr. Alfred Jorgensen as. Chairman who rfe- 
presented the Bishop of Seeland, had prepared everything in 
a most generous way. The assembly nominated Dr. Herold 
from Winterthur, the President of the Swiss Church Federa-. 
tion, as Chairman, Dr. Jorgensen as Vice Chairman, Rev. Dr. 
Adolf Keller, Zurich, Pastor Malmstroém, Copenhagen, Rev. — 
Nightingale, London, and M. le pasteur Rey, Liege, as Secre- 
taries. 

Then, the delegates of the helping churches in Denmark, 

_ Holland, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, Great Britain and 
America made their reports about the relief-action which has 

__ been undertaken hitherto and about its principles and methods. 
Special attention was paid to the statements of Dr. Macfarland ” 
and Bishop Cannon about principles and methods of Ame- 
rican relief-work and the general attitude of American Prote- 

; stantism towards the European sister-churches. New visions 
of a possible cooperation between American and European 
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Protestantism were opened by these statements and a great 9 
encouragement and consolation was thus given to this. first 


representative assembly of European Protestantism. — 


Nobody will forget the second day when the Delegates a. 
from the suffering churches made their report about condi- : 
tions in their countries. They made it terribly clear that in 
no less than 14 European countries Protestantism is now en- 
gaged in a desperate struggle for its existence. Nobody could — 


hear these men without feeling the gravity of the hour. What 


they said to the assembly was one single cry for help, sym- — 
pathy and consolation. But beside these cries out of deepest. 


distress there was also a common expression of gratitude to- 


wards the sister churches in foreign countries, especially in 


America, for all what they had already done through their oe 3 


denominational relief-works. It admits of no doubt that it is — 
owing to this aid that not only millions of souls have been 
saved from the direst misery, but also a great number of _— 


churches and institutions and of charitable activities which 


depend upon them, have been prevented from destruction. : : 
Special thanks were expressed to the Federal Council for ha- id 

ving suggested the convening of this meeting whereby many a 
churches suffering from bitterness, discouragement and distress — ane s 
have been quickened with new hope and have, by their contact = 
with the brethren, won their faith and patience once again. _— 

Through this conference, the first of this kind in European 
church history, the way is prepared for a better and more 


united disposal of evangelical forces and a closer entente cs = y 


between Protestantism in the different countries. It is perhaps 
too early, for the present, to estimate its full significance, for 
the influence which this conference will have upon Protestan- — 


tism in Europe and upon the coopération of evangelical forces is 
in general depends on the degree in which the evangelical = 
world as a whole gives ear to the cry of need which resounds. 
But there is no doubt that the Resolution passed by the confe- 


rence does indeed constitute already now a great-common task 
with which the whole evangelical world is confronted, This 


Resolution is as follows: 


ean. bine ee: the invitation to ‘he ae Conuee 


: . and authorizes said Committee to appoint additional mem: 
ee This Committee vay ae the administration to ue 


“The Swiss be anodes! Charen Federation’ is 5 fe with : 
requested to undertake the organization of | said oe ae 
as with ‘the assistance on the other churches." 


THE CENTRAL OFFICE ~ 
FOR EVANGELICAL RELIEF- WORK 
IN EUROPE 


After this meeting in Copenhagen, the Executive Com-. : 
mittee which was appointed by the assembly met in Halsing- 
_ borg and elected an international Bureau consisting of Dr. 


Herold as Chairman, Dr. Jorgensen as Vice Chairman and 
Dr. Adolf Keller as acting Secretary of the Central Office. Each 


of the neutral countries of the European conference has been ~ 
given two Delegates in the Executive Committee. Denmark: 
Dr. Jorgensen and Pastor Malmstr6m; Holland: Prof. Dr. 
Bohl and Prof. Dr. Cramer; Norway: Rev. Koren and Dean 


Gleditsch; Sweden: Prof. Westman and Pastor Kyhiberg; | ae 
Switzerland: Prof. Bohringer and Prof. Choisy. To these ree 

presentatives of the churches, the European commissioners of = 
the relief-work of different denominations or denominational — hy ete 
Alliances were added and Dr. Macfarland, New York as ad- — ee 
visory member. The final composition of the Executive Com-— eee 
mittee, especially with regard to ne British members, 1S not ei on 


yet settled as now. 


The assembly of the Swiss Church Federation, in its: mee as 
ting of November 2d, resolved the organisation of the Central — ee) AS 
Office under certain conditions and undertook the preparation = 
ol a general protestant relief-action as an act of faith. | ere 
Memorial on the organisation of the Central Bureau Dr. Adolf. 


Keller, its acting Secretary, expounded the principles and = 
- methods of such an office. The responsibility for it has been 
assumed by the Swiss Church Federation under the condi- 
tion that the Churches of Europe and America will duly ie 


ratify the Resolution passed at Copenhagen and that they wil- | 


lingly cooperate in a general relief-action and support suffice Aa 
ciently the establishment and general work of such an office. — . 


The great relief-work which is planned is concerned with 


_ more than money: it is spiritual in its nature as well as ma- 

terial, it should bring about a strengthening of faith and be 
a grand testimony of brotherly love occasioned by very special 

claims. “a | | : 

If in the present: condition of the Protestant world no 
such mighty effort of faith and love shall be forthcoming, the 
- consequences would be unthinkable. Much would fall into. 
utter ruin. Despondency and despair would overwhelm our 
comrades in the faith. In many places the Roman-catholic 


oY church would enter our inheritance whilst any further attempts 


in the direction of efforts towards more unity would be more 
seriously jeopardized. | 

The continuance of denominational relief-actions for the 
future is absolutely desirable and indispensable. They have 
acquired a technic, have created a number of international re- 
lations and awakened a spirit of collaboration which are of 
paramount importance for the furtherance of evangelical Fede- — 
ration. The organisation, the experience and the brotherly 
Spirit that manifest themselves in these denominational relief-_ 
works, their aid and collaboration are consequently indispen- 
sable for any general protestant activities of the same kind. 

But these denominational relief-actions are, in spite of 
all, not of themselves able to solve all the problems which con- 
front us in this sphere to-day. Small denominational minori- 
ties in certain countries are the recipients of proportionately 


- large sums to help them, while other and much larger prote- 


stant corporations which are equally in need of aid have no 
brotherly hand to help them. A broad-minded and boundless 
evangelical love can not be limited in the long run to purely 
denominational aims, nor can it simply leave evangelical 
_ brethren, even if they do not belong to the same church, to. 
_ their distress and difficulties. , 
It is therefore indispensable to adapt the proposed general 
relief-action as far as possible to existing denominational 


: e actions of the same kind, to seek cooperation and to prepare 
__ the way for the best mutual cooperation possible. If there is — 
-_ a consensus of opinion in principles, it will ensure the cordial 
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collaboration of the denominational relief-work bodies, 
a friendly recognition of their existing rights and experience, 
and a recognition of their previous efforts and claims which 
can in some cases be increased and in others lead to closer 
agreement. : | te : 
But the task of the Central Office will not be limited to — 
such a cooperation with denominational relief-work. It is 
therefore suggested that the Central Office should ensure the 
collaboration of those churches which have hitherto not sup- 
ported any denominational relief-works. Both in Europe and 
America and in other parts of the world there are numbers — 
of churches which have not undertaken any relief-works, either — 
owing to their not being in touch with Europe or for lack of 
the proper information about the actual state of distress, and 
which would certainly not refuse to lend their aid. Perhaps 
the denominational organisations could also be requested to 
make over a small percentage of their funds to the Central 
Office for general protestant relief-work. The Central Office 
will also ask the churches to make these European activities 
an item in their church budgets as presumably the help for 
European Protestantism will occupy the energies of the entire 
protestant world for many years to come. The Central Office 
will not confine itself merely to the collection and distribution 
of funds but will undertake the following tasks as well: to 
furnish regular information to the rest of the ecclesiastical 
world about conditions in Europe and to keep a watchful eye — 
on the conditions of distress and to seek a closer connection 
between remote parts of the protestant world in view of rai- 
sing brotherly interest for the life and struggles of suffering 
churches. | . 
The principles on which the funds are to be distributed 
will be settled by the international and interdenominational 
Executive Committee. The distribution will take place with 
due regard to each case and to the special wishes of the do- 
nors. Any church, if it desires, shall have an option on the _ 
distribution of the funds which it contributes. In every country — 
the distribution is to take place, if possible, through the me- 
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: dium of a national Church Committee for foreign help. This 


Dont Committee will keep in constant touch with the Central Office. 


The Central Office shall establish an Information Bureau — 
and maintain a constant touch with the Secretaries of the na- 
tional Committees, the denominational relief-work bodies and 
the Central Office. : 

Up to the present time nearly all evangelical churches of 
“Europe have ratified the Resolution of Copenhagen and a cer- 
tain number of them have already made their contributions to 
the administration of the Central Office and have undertaken 
the organisation of the relief-work in accordance with the 
principles established at Copenhagen. Two American repre- 
sentative assemblies in New York and Indianapolis have since 
then taken into earnest consideration the distress of the Euro- 
pean churches and have hailed in principle the vision of a 
- better practical cooperation of the evangelical forces and a 
constant and working connection between the American and 
the European Protestantism through a European Central 
Office. Several American churches and other organisations 
have already granted contributions to the administration of 
this Office. Even some of the suffering churches in Europe 
_ promised their contributions to the Central Office so far as 
- their means allow it in order to show their good will and their 
desire for a better cooperation of the European forces and a 
better contact with world protestantism as a whole. 


TO ALL EVANGELICAL CHURCHES — 


Winterthur and Zurich, October y, ae - 
a. Fhe Eraeiical Conference which lately met in| 
hague on August 10th—12th in order to consider the pi 01 
needs of Protestantism in Europe was attended by 72 1 
sentatives of 37 European Churches and Church Federz tions 
commg from 20 different countries. As a result of its 3 days” 
deliberations, the following Resolution was passed (v. page 3! 9). NS. 
We, the undersigned Executive Committee, emphasize ie 3 
the strongest possible way the pressing need of the great 1 | 
jority of European churches and the jeopardy in which their ~~ 
work stands. We appeal to the heart and conscience of t the ae 
whole evangelical world to come to the rescue. Our fellow- | 
believers are suffering sore distress in many countries of of ae 
Europe where Protestantism is struggling. Many insti Atic 1S,“ 
schools. and charitable organizations are threatened with ~ 
extinction or are in danger of passing into other lia ; 
whether secular or roman catholic. Thousands of pee 5100: 
men, clergymen and their families, widows of clergy af 
fired pastors are plunged in great straits. In many f 


protestant institutions, necessary to the life of the church, ¢ he 
as Home Missions, Missionary work, or the Church Pres v7 

afe ruined or going to cease for lack of funds. The z deqi 
supply of theological students is also endangered. This 
spread and heavy ajjliction concerns the whole evan Le 
world. Single denominations or churches have already te e 
a sitong helping hand to their fellow-believers in the m 

nearly related churches. By so being, they have deservec ‘tt 
warmest and most lasting gratitude of evangelical ch: ee: 
We dare to hope that such kind assistance will develop 
spread still further. 
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making the necessary adjustments, can bring within the sphere 


of charity those churches which have been hitherto neglected | 


or overlooked. A real union of love and help wiil thus em- 


brace all of our Brethren in the Faith. The claims of the 
_ Several denominational bodies, therefore, must not blind us to 
the critical condition of protestantism in general. European 


protestantism, as a whole, is at present confronted with one 
of the preatest dangers in its history. The hour is big with 
fate. By the seeds of succour which we now planned we must 
proof that the spirit of the great love that springs from Evan- 


gelism is far wider than this or that particuiar interest. 


We accordingly press upon you to take into your earnest 
consideration the Resolution which has been passed by an 
official assembly representative of the whole of protestant 
Europe, and to take your part in a work which will give 
powertul expression as never before to the essential unity 
which underlies all the evangelical bodies and that spirit of 
love which drives away all our differences that tend to 
estrangement. 

We shall be glad of any suggestion or advice that you 
may be good enough to send us in regard to our newly con- 
ceived enterprise. Time presses, for the European world is 
faced with a prospect of a very severe winter. Your sympathy 
and cooperation would in a very real way strengthen the faith 
and encourage the hope of a great part of the evangelical 
world in these dark and difficult days. We entreat you from 
our hearts and in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to whom 
we all owe allegiance, to furnish us with this witness of evan- 
gelical solidarity. 

For the Executive Committee: 
Dean O. Herold DD., President. 
Rev. Alfred Joergensen DD., Vicepresident. 
Rev. Adolj Keller DD., LL. D., acting. Secretary. — 


! But denominational Relief-work is insufficient to deal 
- with all the areas of suffering protestantism. It must be 
~ supplemented by a general evangelical Relief-work which, by 
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